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On 4 October 1946,a confidential meeting of all the Provinces, Land,and Kreis 
officials of the Province of Brandenburg took place in Petadam. The Vieee 
President of the Province administration, the Gommunict Ran, head of the 
Department of Agriculture, spoke in the vresence of a Russian officer. In 

his speech he criticized the poor harvest results in Brandenburg and the 
jateness of the autumn cultivation severely, He outlined a plan for each 
village, the execution of which would be the responsibility of the local 
Burgermeister for the time being. At the close of the discussion he was 
answered sharply by specialists preeent, who described the results following 
the agricultural reform. The lack of draught animale and tractors, the 
impossibility of using the machines of the former lerge estates on the split- 
up lands, the couplete Jack of all industrielly produced fara implements, and 
the complete senselesenass of the whole agricultural vefora were to blame for 
the failure of the harvest, The produstion figures announced to the public 

by the Provinca administration were, 1% waa said, ecmpletely unteue. A speaker 
added that the delivery quote was 90 high that the farmer lost all incentive 
to work because be had the feeling of having leat his rights and being a slave. 
On the save day, the Russien efficer present demanded that the Province admin« 
istration give him the names of the speskers at the debate. 
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